
June 4, 2019 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
commissioners were present.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda. There were several 
additions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with 
additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if anyone would make a motion to approve the minutes from the May 7th 
meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to amend the minutes regarding the e-mail sent 
from Engineer Swenson following that meeting to state:  Following discussion, Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to pre-awarding the three aforementioned projects to RJ Zavoral & Sons, 
contingent on approval from St Paul due to the federal dollars tied to these projects.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion to amend and all voted in favor.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 
motion to approve the May 7th minutes with amendment.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 16th meeting as presented.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special meeting held on May 
23rd as submitted.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:25 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, entered the meeting and addressed the board regarding requested 
revisions to the Abatement Policy.  Jill noted that the Department of Revenue suggested a few changes 
to broaden the scope of the Abatement Policy, feeling it was too restricted only allowing abatements for 
clerical error.  After discussion,  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 06-04-2019-1, a resolution to adopt the proposed 
revisions to the Abatement Policy for 2019.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll 
call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the 
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
The next item on Ms. Murray’s agenda was an abatement request from Bryce and Nancy Stromstad for 
parcel 07-3137000, property in Section 25 of Halstad Twp, stating the home had been valued as a 
modular home, when in fact it is a manufactured home.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the abatement request for the Stromstad’s on parcel 07-3137000.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:35 a.m. A/T Hanson proposed CR 06-04-2019-2 Recovering Costs During Period of Redemption.  
Donna explained that the county has been recovering some costs, but with the almost yearly increase 
in postage costs and the changes in mileage reimbursement yearly, she would like to see language that 
would allow this to change without having to have a new resolution on a yearly basis.  After some 
discussion, it was recommended that a $5.00 increase also be made to the posting fee, and publishing 
fee, changing them from $20 to $25 and $25 to $30, respectively.   Commissioner Bommersbach made 
a motion to adopt CR 06-04-2019-2 with the aforementioned changes.  Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on 
file in the A/T Office.   
 
At 9:42 a.m. Heidi Purrington, U of M, introduced herself to the board as the newly hired Ag Extension 
Educator.  The board welcomed Heidi back to Norman County and were happy to have her on board.  
Heidi then excused herself to go to assist with Farm Tractor Safety programming.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. David Stene, CFO, approached the board with a request from Thrivent Financial, Laura 
Tweeten & Renee Hedman, to become a provider for 457 plan benefits to employees.  David stated 
that he would be meeting with Laura and Renee and then approach the board with information as he 
feels a local provider would be beneficial to the county and employees.  David also mentioned having 
been in contact with Integrity Employee Benefits who would like to have the county submit an RFP for 
vision and dental providers as they feel they could offer the county employees a cost saving plan.   
 
At 9:50 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the board regarding setting up a committee to do Phase I 
interviews with 4 applicants for the engineering position.  After some discussion the suggestion was to 
use the Highway Committee as this resource.   
 
Chairman Redland called for a short break.   
 



At 10:00 a.m. Jon Large, Mahnomen County Engineer, was introduced to the board.  Mr. Large will be 
serving Norman County on an interim basis through an agreement with Mahnomen County, while 
Norman County is searching for a county engineer.   
 
The first item of concern was a Ditch Petition for Co Ditch 8 which had been discussed at the May 16th 
board meeting and tabled.  Perry Skaurud addressed the board concerning this request and after some 
discussion Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Ditch 8 application for maintenance 
work.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Large notified the board that a preconstruction meeting was scheduled for June 6th.  
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to award SAP 054-636-017, SAP 054-638-008 & SP 054-
070-010 to RJ Zavoral & Sons Inc for a bid amount of $2,142,608.12.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward were bids received on SAP 054-654-003, CSAH 54 South Industrial 
Park in Ada, receiving 4 bids with Sellin Brothers, Inc being the lowest responsible bidder.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to award SAP 054-654-003 to Sellin Brothers, Inc at a bid of 
$587,367.50.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion were bids received on SAP 054-594-001, Park/2nd Street in the City of Ada, 
using LRIP funds.  There were only two bids received which came in much higher than the engineer’s 
estimate.  After discussion, it was felt the county could award the project to Gladen Construction, Inc., 
the apparent low bidder, contingent on the City of Ada accepting the bid.  If the City rejects the bid, the 
project would not happen.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to award SAP-054-594-01 to Gladen 
Construction, Inc. contingent on the City of Ada accepting the bid through LRIP funding.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
Next were the bid results for SAP 054-625-022 & CP 19-106-01, City of Hendrum road raises in 
conjunction with the HWY 75 MnDOT project.  The county received 4 bids of which RJ Zavoral 
appeared to be the lowest responsible bidder at an amount of $874,834.00.  Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to award SAP-054-625-022 & CP 19-106-01 to RJ Zavoral & Sons, Inc. at $874,834.00.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion was a grant contract agreement with the State of Minnesota, through the 
Commissioner of Natural Resources and Norman County for Off-Highway Vehicle through the Trails 
Assistance Program for the Agassiz Recreation Trail in the amount of $22,150.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to accept the grant contract agreement with the Commissioner of Natural 
Resources.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At this point Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of Infrastructure, updated the board on the CSAH 18 bridge 
replacement.  Mr. Ramstad noted that Erickson Engineering had initially planned for 3 – 14 x 10 box 
culverts, but now feel that due to the geometry of the area, they would look to use 1 – 14x10 box and 2 
– 12x9 boxes.  Some discussion followed regarding volume and capacity and Mr. Ramstad stated that 
he didn’t feel this would be an issue, as this area routinely experiences overland flooding which flows 
over CSAH 18 as well as through the bridge.   
 
Mr. Ramstad then brought forward an application for maintenance work on drainage Ditch No. 6 for 
cleaning and spraying for brush.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 
application for ditch cleaning for Ditch No. 6.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Bob also updated the board on the flood costs to date, stating the county had incurred $234,256.00 in 
costs, of which $193,570.00 would be FEMA reimbursable.   Bob also requested that the board 
approve payment for the new motor grader that had been approved earlier this year and has arrived so 
that it could be paid for on Friday.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve payment in the amount of $222,899.77 for the new 
JD all- wheel drive motor grader to RDO Equipment.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland then brought before the board questions regarding the proposed contract with 
Widseth, Smith & Nolting for the highway building project.  Following discussion it was the consensus of 
the board that we need to proceed with the first phase of the project and hopefully will have an engineer 
on staff by the time we are ready to go further.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize 
Chairman Redland as the signatory on the highway building project at this time.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Following this Mr. Ramstad brought discussion forward regarding the day to day operations of the 
Highway Dept in the absence of a county engineer as Jon Large has only agreed to supervision of the 



construction projects.  After some discussion and differences of opinion on how things should be 
handled, it was recommended by Commissioner Bommersbach that it might best be handled through 
the staffing committee and then brought back to the board.  The board members felt this might be best, 
and Mr. Cariveau will set up a staffing meeting in the near future.   
 
At 10:50 a.m. Linda Houglum, 4-H educator, entered the meeting and addressed the board regarding 
Elizabeth Birkemeyer as a youth representative on the Extension Committee.  She stated that Elizabeth 
had graduated out of the program and asked for approval of Daniel Jossund as a youth representative 
on the Extension Committee.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve Daniel Jossund as a 
youth representative on the committee.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
At this point Commissioner Bommersbach asked if it would be a problem to change the Social Services 
meeting scheduled for June 13th, as this conflicts with the District 3 AMC meeting to be held in Red 
Lake Falls on that day which he felt he, and possibly others, would like to attend.  Commissioners 
appeared to be willing to change the date of the Social Services meeting so Commissioner 
Bommersbach left the meeting to see if the SS Director, Kristi Nelson could be contacted regarding 
this.  A few minutes later, Commissioner Bommersbach and Ms. Nelson entered the meeting and it was 
decided that the meeting would be changed to Friday, June 14th at  
9:30 a.m.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if the board members had reviewed the bills.  Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to approve the bills as presented,  
 
Revenue - $69,379.41   Road & Bridge - $48,575.82  Building - $2,898.92 
 
Human Services - $158.00  EDA - $1,037.82   Public Health - $2,210.36 
 
County Ditch - $937.50   County Homes - $2,865.62  Airport Authority - 
$4,135.00 
 
TOTAL - $132,198.45  
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 11:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Nathan Redland, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
 
 


